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and great bale agungs can always be seen in the first courtyard of their
temples. Most striking examples of such temples are in Taro in the
Gianyar mountains, where the largest and the most beautiful bale agung
in Bali is to be found, and in Trunyan on the shores of Lake Batur.

North Balinese temples depart considerably from the normal structure
of the Southern temples already described. They are built on the slope
of a hill with the temple proper placed on the highest part in a curious
ascendant tendency, culminating in high monuments of carved stone
reached by successive flights of stairs.

Typical is the Pura Medrwe Karang, the " temple of the Owner of the
Land " in Kubutambahan. Here steps lead into a wide, totally empty
court, and more steps give access into the second court, the temple
proper. In this court there are only two small bales for offerings, one on
each side of a great monumental stone base consisting of three wide plat-
forms strongly reminiscent of a pyramid. In this temple the essential
little shrines of South Balinese temples do not exist; instead, the pyramid
is surmounted by a great padu raksa, the great gate of other temples,
with a stone throne, a padmasana, in place of the customary doorway.
On each side of the padu raksa are two god houses with roofs of sugar-
palm fibre. There is, besides, a great split gate, t/andf bentar, but instead
of serving as the outer entrance to the temple, it is built over the second
platform of the pyramid, directly in front of the central monument.

There are no merus in North Balinese temples, and many of the most
important elements of the Southern temples are lacking. It is usual, how-
ever, to find the padmasana, the throne of the sun-god, the split gate, and
the great monumental gate occupying a place and with a function quite
different from those in other Balinese temples. It seems as if the North
Balinese adopted these features of the temples with a curiously distorted
point of view.

Balinese texts often mention the sad-kahyangan, the six holy national
temples, over the significance of which no one agrees. Most important
of these is the great Besakih, situated exactly half-way up the slopes of
the Gunung Agung. Besakih is Bali's most impressive temple in its aus-
tere simplicity and its grandiosity, with hundreds of black merus rising
from everywhere to the misty sky and with a single unadorned great gate.
Rather than one temple, Besakih is a cluster of temples, one for each
of the different Balinese states, and once a year (at the full moon of the
" fourth " month), the Radjas of Bali, now the regents, make offerings
there for the whole of the Balinese people.

Other temples classed among the sad-kahyangan, some of which are
debatable, are: Pura Batufcau, near the summit of tie mountain of the